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Four of our six frequency bins, those between 10 %and 1072, allow



interfere with the effects observed. To verify that large changes in
frequency are rare, we compared frequency data from CELEX with
frequencies drawn from the largest available corpus of Middle
English texts®®. Of 50 verbs, only 5 had frequency changes greater
than a factor of 10 (Supplementary Fig. 2).

Our analysis covers a vast period, spanning the Norman invasion
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